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November 3, 2024 ~ The Twenty-fourth Sunday after Pentecost
All Saints Sunday

Welcome to Our Guests!
We’re delighted you have joined us for worship; the members are the ministers of this church...
if you have any questions, please do not hesitate to ask us!

Playing the Chimes and Prelude
Welcome and Announcements
Centering in the Spirit (inspired by Psalm 24)

Who shall come to this holy house of God today?
Those who have clean hands and pure hearts shall come to God’s House.

Those who do not lift their souls to what is false and do not swear deceitfully shall come here, too.
Such is the company of those who seek God, who seek the face of God.

They shall receive blessing from God, and vindication from the God of salvation.
Come, let us seek God together as we worship God this day!

*Opening Hymn For All the Saints CH637
Prayer for Transformation

There are times, dear God, when our hands are not clean...our hearts are not pure...and our souls
are drawn to what is false. The same has been true of the saints throughout the ages who have
given their lives to you. We remember that they were imperfect just like us. Still, they remained
devoted to you and committed to the following the way of Jesus, knowing that your face was
shining upon them, empowering them to rise above their imperfect humanity. May we feel your
face shining upon us, too, throughout this holy hour: cleansing our hands, purifying our hearts, and
satisfying our souls with truth and peace. Amen.

~ moment of silence ~

Words of Grace
From the dawning of Creation, God created us imperfect, yet ever-deserving of
abundant mercy and unconditional love. This holy hour is a precious time for us to
remember together each week that our God does not reject us or chastise us when
we fall short. Rather, God’s face shines upon us with beams of understanding...
grace... new opportunities... and new life. Praise God! Amen.
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*Song of Praise Glory to God Paul Vasile
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Glory to  God, whosegood-ness shines  on me, and to the Son, whosegrace has
end, world with-out  end, A - men. Worldwith-out end, world with - out

par - doned me, and to the Spir - it whoselove has set me free! Asit was inthe be-ginning, is
end, A - men. Worldwithout e - nd, world with-out end, A-men.

now and ev-er shall be, A - men Worldwith-out men!

Hebrew Scripture Isaiah 25:6-9

0n this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wines,
of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear. “And he will destroy on this mountain the
shroud that is cast over all peoples, the sheet that is spread over all nations; he will swallow up death
forever. éThen the Lord God will wipe away the tears from all faces, and the disgrace of his people he will
take away from all the earth, for the Lord has spoken.

%It will be said on that day, Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us. This is the
Lord for whom we have waited; let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.

Gospel John 11:32-44

%When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if you had
been here, my brother would not have died.”

3When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed
in spirit and deeply moved. **He said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.”
¥5Jesus began to weep. ¥So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 5’But some of them said, “Could not
he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?” 36Then Jesus, again greatly
disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying against it. *°Jesus said, “Take away the
stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, already there is a stench because he has
been dead four days.” “°Jesus said to her, “Did | not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of
God?” 41So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, | thank you for having
heard me. #?l knew that you always hear me, but | have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here,
so that they may believe that you sent me.” *When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus,
come out!” ““The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped
in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.”

Reflection “Imperfect Saints”

Hymn Just As | Am CH339



Call to Prayer Hear Us O Lord Don Besig and Nancy Price
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Hear us, O Lord, as we come now in  prayer, shar -ing our joys, our trou-bles,and our cares.
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Help us, O Lord, to be o-pen to your word, and teach us to put ourtrust in  you.

Prayers of the People and the Prayer of Jesus
Please pray the Prayer of Jesus in whatever language is comfortable for you.
The following are offered as examples...

Our Father/Mother/Creator,

who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come.

Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,

and forgive us our debts/sins/trespasses,

as we forgive our debtors/those who sin/trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Invitation to Generosity
Your financial offerings may be placed in the collection plates as they come around,
or mailed to: First Church of Christ in Mansfield UCC, PO Box 36, Mansfield Center, CT 06250,
or given online at: www.myfcc.info

Musical Offering "We Gather at Your Table, Lord" Cheryl Chase & Laurel Thurman
Traditional Irish Melody, arr. Walter Ehret
*Doxology
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Praise God from whom all bless -ings flow; Praise God all crea-tures here be low; Praise
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God for all that love has done: Cre - a - tor, Christ and Spi - rit, One. A - men!

*Prayer of Dedication
Great God, receive these gifts of love with blessing for those who give and those who
receive. Magnify our ministries, enlarge our circles of care, and amplify our love in the
world. Amen.

Invitation to Communion
The Prayer of Great Thanksgiving

God is with you.
And also with you.
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Open up your hearts.
We open them up to God and one another.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Let us continue in the spirit of prayer:
Holy God, our loving Creator, close to us as breathing and distant as the farthest star, we
thank you for your constant love for all you have made...

... Gifted by the presence of your Holy Spirit, we offer ourselves to you as we unite our
voices with the entire family of your faithful people everywhere:

Musical Response Santo Santo Santo CH111

Sharing the Bread and Cup
All are welcome at Christ’s table; we offer non-alcoholic juice and gluten-free bread.

Prayer of Thanksgiving

We give thanks, Almighty God, that you have refreshed us at your table by granting us the
presence of Jesus Christ. Strengthen our faith, increase our love for one another, and send
us forth into the world in courage and peace, rejoicing in the power of your Holy Spirit;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

Moment for Stewardship
*Closing Hymn Renew Your Church CH463

*Benediction
Now may God bless you and keep you;
May God’s face shine upon you and be gracious unto you;
May God’s countenance be lifted up upon you and give you peace. Amen.

*Passing the Peace
The peace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, is with you always.
And also with you.
Let us share with one another a sign of that peace.

Postlude

A thought to take home from the writings of a saint:

“We must love them both, those whose opinions we share and those whose opinions we reject, for both
have labored in the search for truth, and both have helped us in finding it.” (St. Thomas Aquinas)



