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THE FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME + FEBRUARY 4, 2024 

Welcome to Our Guests! 
We’re delighted you have joined us for worship; the members are the ministers of this 

church… if you have any questions, please do not hesitate to ask us! 

 
Chimes and Prelude  

Welcome and Greeting 

Hymn Morning Has Broken CH53 

Confessing our Brokenness and Opening Prayer 
Hear these words from the First Letter of Paul to the Church in Corinth: If I proclaim the gospel, this gives 
me no ground for boasting, for an obligation is laid on me, and woe to me if I do not proclaim the gospel! 
For if I do this of my own will, I have a reward; but if not of my own will, I am entrusted with a 
commission. What then is my reward? Just this: that in my proclamation I may make the gospel free of 
charge, so as not to make full use of my rights in the gospel. For though I am free with respect to all, I 
have made myself a slave to all, so that I might win more of them… I have become all things to all 
people, that I might by all means save some. I do it all for the sake of the gospel, so that I may share in 
its blessings. 

When in this past have we tried to be all things to all people instead of being ourselves? 
 

Silence 
 

Let us pray. 
Everlasting God, you give strength to the powerless and power to the faint; you raise up 
the sick and cast out demons. Make us agents of healing and wholeness, that your good 
news may be made known to the ends of your creation. Amen. 

 
Musical Response More Light Christopher Grundy 

 

http://www.myfcc.info/


Hebrew Scripture Isaiah 40:21-31 
Have you not known? Have you not heard? Has it not been told you from the beginning? Have you not 
understood from the foundations of the earth? It is he who sits above the circle of the earth, and its inhabitants 
are like grasshoppers; who stretches out the heavens like a curtain, and spreads them like a tent to live in; who 
brings princes to naught, and makes the rulers of the earth as nothing. Scarcely are they planted, scarcely sown, 
scarcely has their stem taken root in the earth, when he blows upon them, and they wither, and the tempest 
carries them off like stubble. To whom then will you compare me, or who is my equal? says the Holy One. Lift up 
your eyes on high and see: Who created these? He who brings out their host and numbers them, calling them all 
by name; because he is great in strength, mighty in power, not one is missing. Why do you say, O Jacob, and 
speak, O Israel, "My way is hidden from the LORD, and my right is disregarded by my God"? Have you not 
known? Have you not heard? The LORD is the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth. He does not 
faint or grow weary; his understanding is unsearchable. 
He gives power to the faint, and strengthens the powerless. Even youths will faint and be weary, and the young 
will fall exhausted; but those who wait for the LORD shall renew their strength, they shall mount up with wings like 
eagles, they shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint 

 
Psalter Psalm 147 CH767 

 
Gospel Mark 1:29-39 
As soon as they left the synagogue, they entered the house of Simon and Andrew, with James and John. Now 
Simon's mother-in-law was in bed with a fever, and they told him about her at once. He came and took her by the 
hand and lifted her up. Then the fever left her, and she began to serve them. That evening, at sundown, they 
brought to him all who were sick or possessed with demons. And the whole city was gathered around the door. 
And he cured many who were sick with various diseases, and cast out many demons; and he would not permit 
the demons to speak, because they knew him. In the morning, while it was still very dark, he got up and went out 
to a deserted place, and there he prayed. And Simon and his companions hunted for him. When they found him, 
they said to him, "Everyone is searching for you. He answered, "Let us go on to the neighboring towns, so that I 
may proclaim the message there also; for that is what I came out to do." And he went throughout Galilee, 
proclaiming the message in their synagogues and casting out demons. 

 
Reflection 

Call to Prayer Creator of the Stars of Night CH127 

 

 
Prayers of the People and the Prayer of Jesus 

 
For the church: for ministries of healing and wholeness, for hospital, hospice, and military chaplains, for those 
serving in prison ministry, for all who proclaim freedom and release in the name of Christ… 

For creation: for insects in the grass, clouds on the mountaintops, for cattle and the rainwater they drink, for the 
humility to take our place among all creatures of the earth… 

For the nations: for all who lead in cities and towns, states and countries; for community organizers, school 



officials, and CEOs; for international health organizations, that in times of trial, fear, or hopelessness, they find 
freedom in service to those most in need… 

 
For all wearied by life’s burdens: for those who are poor, for those lacking supportive relationships, for those 
crushed by debt, for those struggling with chronic pain or other sickness, for those exhausted from overwork or 
stress, and for all who cry out to you… 

For this congregation: for outreach and social ministries centered here; for parish nurses and visitors; for ministries 
of companionship and support, for the young people in this place who open us to new understandings… 

 
In thanksgiving for the faithful departed, who were called by name and now rest from their labors, that their lives 
serve as witnesses to the goodness of God… 

Please pray the Prayer of Jesus in whatever language is most comfortable for you. 
The following are offered as examples… 

Our Father/Mother/Creator, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 
kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts/sins/trespasses, as we 
forgive our debtors/those who sin/trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

Musical Offering Break Thou the Bread of Life CH321 
Offerings may be placed in the collection plates, 

mailed to: First Church of Christ in Mansfield UCC. Box 36. Mansfield Center, CT 06250,  
or given online at www.myfcc.info 

Doxology 

 

Prayer of Dedication 
God of Heaven and Earth, you call us to leave behind our preoccupations and to follow 
you into the future. May this act of giving be a gesture of our willingness to follow where 
you lead. In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen. 

 

The Prayer of Great Thanksgiving 
God is with you. 

And also with you. 
Open up your hearts. 

We open them up to God and one another. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

 

http://www.myfcc.info/


Musical Response Santo Santo Santo Traditional Argentine 
 

 
Sharing the Bread and Cup 

All are welcome at Christ’s table; we offer non-alcoholic juice and gluten-free bread. 
 

Hymn Joyful Joyful CH2 
 
Benediction and Response Take Us Home By Another Way Christopher Grundy 

 

 

 

 

 
The Week Ahead... 
 
Sunday, February 4 10:15am Worship and Worship Circle 
 Following Worship, AED CPR and NARCAN Training 

 
Monday February 5 10am First Church leads Worship at St Joseph Living Center 
 
Tuesday February 6 10:30am First Church leads Worship at MCNR 

 
Wednesday, February 7 1pm Book Group in Fellowship Hall 

 
Thursday, February 8 12:15pm Contemplative Communion 
 
Sunday, February 11 10:15am Worship and Worship Circle 


