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THE SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME + JULY 30, 2023 

 
Chimes and Prelude 
 
Welcome and Greeting 
 
Centering in the Spirit         Denise Levertov 
  

Who ever saw the mustard-plant, 
wayside weed or tended crop, 

grow tall as a shrub, let alone a tree, a treeful 
of shade and nests and songs? 

Acres of yellow, 
not a bird of the air in sight. 

No, He who knew 
the west wind brings 

the rain, the south wind 
thunder, who walked the field-paths 

running His hand along wheatstems to glean 
those intimate milky kernels, good 

to break on the tongue, 
was talking of miracle, the seed 

within us, so small 
we take it for worthless, a mustard-seed, dust, 

nothing. 
Glib generations mistake 

the metaphor, not looking at fields and trees, 
not noticing paradox. Mountains 

remain unmoved. 
Faith is rare, He must have been saying, 

prodigious, unique — 
one infinitesimal grain divided 

like loaves and fishes, 
as if from a mustard-seed 

a great shade-tree grew. That rare, 
that strange: the kingdom 

a tree. The soul 
a bird. A great concourse of birds 

at home there, wings among yellow flowers. 
The waiting 

kingdom of faith, the seed 
waiting to be sown. 
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Hymn  Morning Has Broken  CH82 
 
Confessing our Brokenness and Opening Prayer 
Hear these words from the Gospel according to Matthew Jesus put before them another parable: "The 
kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that someone took and sowed in his field; it is the smallest of all 
the seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air 
come and make nests in its branches."  He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast 
that a woman took and mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened." "The kingdom of 
heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone found and hid; then in his joy he goes and sells all 
that he has and buys that field. "Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; on 
finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it.  
 

When in this past week have we been deceived by appearances? 
When have we needed a safe place to rest? 
When have we been a safe for another? 

 
Silence 

 
Seed-planting, fish-netting, bread-baking, pearl-hunting God, you shape us into 
living parables. Pray with your Spirit in us so that we may understand our 
experiences as healing metaphors, and become creative and abundant stewards of 
the environment you entrusted to our love. Amen. 

 
Song of Praise  Gloria Christopher Grundy 

 
 
Christian Scripture Romans 8:26-39 
Meanwhile, the moment we get tired in the waiting, God’s Spirit is right alongside helping us along. If we 
don’t know how or what to pray, it doesn’t matter. He does our praying in and for us, making prayer out of 
our wordless sighs, our aching groans. He knows us far better than we know ourselves, knows our 
pregnant condition, and keeps us present before God. That’s why we can be so sure that every detail in our 
lives of love for God is worked into something good. 
 
God knew what he was doing from the very beginning. He decided from the outset to shape the lives of 
those who love him along the same lines as the life of his Son. The Son stands first in the line of humanity 
he restored. We see the original and intended shape of our lives there in him. After God made that decision 
of what his children should be like, he followed it up by calling people by name. After he called them by 
name, he set them on a solid basis with himself. And then, after getting them established, he stayed with 
them to the end, gloriously completing what he had begun. 
 
So, what do you think? With God on our side like this, how can we lose? If God didn’t hesitate to put 
everything on the line for us, embracing our condition and exposing himself to the worst by sending his own 
Son, is there anything else he wouldn’t gladly and freely do for us? And who would dare tangle with God by 
messing with one of God’s chosen? Who would dare even to point a finger? The One who died for us—who 



was raised to life for us!—is in the presence of God at this very moment sticking up for us. Do you think 
anyone is going to be able to drive a wedge between us and Christ’s love for us? There is no way! Not 
trouble, not hard times, not hatred, not hunger, not homelessness, not bullying threats, not backstabbing, 
not even the worst sins listed in Scripture: 
 
They kill us in cold blood because they hate you. 
We’re sitting ducks; they pick us off one by one. 
 
None of this fazes us because Jesus loves us. I’m absolutely convinced that nothing—nothing living or 
dead, angelic or demonic, today or tomorrow, high or low, thinkable or unthinkable—absolutely nothing can 
get between us and God’s love because of the way that Jesus our Master has embraced us. 
 
Psalter Psalm 105: For the Beauty of the Earth  CH56 
 
Hebrew Scripture Genesis 29:15-28 
Then Laban said to Jacob, "Because you are my kinsman, should you therefore serve me for nothing? Tell 
me, what shall your wages be?" Now Laban had two daughters; the name of the elder was Leah, and the 
name of the younger was Rachel. Leah's eyes were lovely, and Rachel was graceful and beautiful. Jacob 
loved Rachel; so he said, "I will serve you seven years for your younger daughter Rachel." Laban said, "It is 
better that I give her to you than that I should give her to any other man; stay with me." So Jacob served 
seven years for Rachel, and they seemed to him but a few days because of the love he had for her. Then 
Jacob said to Laban, "Give me my wife that I may go in to her, for my time is completed." So Laban 
gathered together all the people of the place, and made a feast. But in the evening he took his daughter 
Leah and brought her to Jacob; and he went in to her. (Laban gave his maid Zilpah to his daughter Leah to 
be her maid.) When morning came, it was Leah! And Jacob said to Laban, "What is this you have done to 
me? Did I not serve with you for Rachel? Why then have you deceived me?" Laban said, "This is not done 
in our country-- giving the younger before the firstborn. Complete the week of this one, and we will give you 
the other also in return for serving me another seven years." Jacob did so, and completed her week; then 
Laban gave him his daughter Rachel as a wife. 
 
Reflection  
 
Call to Prayer  Lord Listen to Your Children Praying CH305 

 
 
Prayers of the People and the Prayer of Jesus  
 
Merciful God, your reign is revealed to us in common things: a mustard shrub, a woman baking bread, a 
fishing net. Help your church witness to the surprising yet common ways you encounter us in daily life.  
 
When your word is opened, it gives light and understanding. Increase our understanding and awe of your 
creation; guide the work of scientists and researchers. Treasuring the earth, may we live as grateful and 
healing caretakers of our home.  
 



As the birds of the air nest in branches of trees, gather the nations of the world into the welcoming shade of 
your merciful reign. Direct leaders of nations to build trust with each other and walk in the way of peace.  
 
Your Spirit helps us in our weakness and intercedes for the saints according to your will. Help us when we 
do not know how to pray. Give comfort to the dying, refuge to the weary, justice to those who are 
oppressed, and healing to the sick ( 
 
You show steadfast love and direct us to ask of you what we need. Help this congregation ask boldly for 
what is most needed. Refresh us with new dreams of being your people in this place and time.  
 
In you our lives are never lost. Strengthen us by the inspiring witness of your people in all times and places. 
Embolden our witness now and one day gather us with all your saints in light 
 

Please pray the Prayer of Jesus in whatever language is most comfortable for you. 
The following are offered as examples… 

Our Father/Mother/Creator, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come.  
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread,  
and forgive us our debts/sins/trespasses  
as we forgive our debtors/those who sin/trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 
Offering Hymn  Come Down O Love Divine CH582 

Financial offerings may be placed in the collection plates, 
mailed to: First Church of Christ in Mansfield UCC. Box 36. Mansfield Center, CT 06250,  

or given online at www.myfcc.info 
 
Doxology 

 
 
Prayer of Dedication 

We worship you, O God, with gladness for your faithful love endures forever. In 
witness to this faith which we claim, we boldly give for ministry which changes 
people’s lives in your holy name. Amen. 
 

Hymn  Great is Thy Faithfulness CH86 
 
Benediction  
 
Postlude 
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The Week Ahead... 
 
Sunday, July 30   10:15am Worship and Worship Circle 
 
Monday, July 31   10am First Church leads Worship at St. Joseph Center 

4pm Summer Music Theater Camp 
 
Tuesday, August 1  10:30am First Church leads Worship at MCNR 
    4pm Summer Music Theater Camp 
 
Thursday, August 3  9:30am Sewing and Service 

12:15pm Contemplative Communion in Sanctuary 
   
Sunday, August 6  10:15am Worship and Worship Circle 
 
 
Windham Area Interfaith Ministry’s long-time executive director Victoria Nimirowski is retiring in 
November 2023. WAIM is in the process of searching for a new director. For a full profile of the position, 
and contact information for the search, please see the WAIM website  www.waimct.org  
 

http://www.waimct.org/

