First Church of Christ in Mansfield

(Congregational) United Church of Christ
549 Storrs Rd. P.O. Box 36 Mansfield Center, CT 06250
860.423.9008 + www.myfcc.info

All the Members, Ministers
Rev. Joseph Blotz, Pastor + Erik Haeger, Organist
Olivia Russell, Worship Circle Coordinator

OCTOBER 2, 2022 + THE TWENTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY

Welcome to Our Guests!
We're delighted you have joined us for worship; the members are the ministers of this church...
if you have any questions, please do not hesitate to ask us!

Playing the Chimes and Prelude
Greeting and Welcome

*QOpening Hymn All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly CH419

Confessing our Brokenness and Opening Prayer
Hear these words from the Book of Lamentations: The thought of my affliction and my
homelessness is wormwood and gall! My soul continually thinks of it and is bowed down within me.
But this | call to mind, and therefore | have hope: The steadfast love of the LORD never ceases,
God’s mercies never come to an end; they are new every morning; great is your faithfulness. "The
LORD is my portion," says my soul, "therefore | will hope in God." The LORD is good to those who
wait, to the soul that seeks. It is good that one should wait quietly for the salvation of the LORD.

When have we been impatient?
When have we felt hopeless?

silence
Lord of the growing seed, you reach to the roots of our being and quench our sea-

deep thirst: help us to know ourselves through the eyes of the other who calls us to
answer and serve and, in the end, be filled; through Jesus Christ, the Master of the

Table. Amen.
Song of Praise Glory Glory! Halelujah! African American Spiritual
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Glory, glo-ry! Hale - lu - jah! Sincel  laid my bur-dens  down!
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Christian Scripture 2 Timothy 1:14

Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, for the sake of the promise of life that is in
Christ Jesus, To Timothy, my beloved child: Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and
Christ Jesus our Lord. | am grateful to God--whom | worship with a clear conscience, as my
ancestors did--when | remember you constantly in my prayers night and day. Recalling your tears, |
long to see you so that | may be filled with joy. | am reminded of your sincere faith, a faith that lived
first in your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice and now, | am sure, lives in you. For this
reason | remind you to rekindle the gift of God that is within you through the laying on of my hands;
for God did not give us a spirit of cowardice, but rather a spirit of power and of love and of self-
discipline. Do not be ashamed, then, of the testimony about our Lord or of me his prisoner, but join
with me in suffering for the gospel, relying on the power of God, who saved us and called us with a
holy calling, not according to our works but according to his own purpose and grace. This grace
was given to us in Christ Jesus before the ages began, but it has now been revealed through the
appearing of our Savior Christ Jesus, who abolished death and brought life and immortality to light
through the gospel. For this gospel | was appointed a herald and an apostle and a teacher, and for
this reason | suffer as | do. But | am not ashamed, for | know the one in whom | have put my trust,
and | am sure that he is able to guard until that day what | have entrusted to him. Hold to the
standard of sound teaching that you have heard from me, in the faith and love that are in Christ
Jesus. Guard the good treasure entrusted to you, with the help of the Holy Spirit living in us.

Psalter Psalm 137 Philip Hayes
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Gospel Luke 17:5-10

The apostles said to the Lord, "Increase our faith!" The Lord replied, "If you had faith the size of a
mustard seed, you could say to this mulberry tree, 'Be uprooted and planted in the sea,' and it
would obey you. "Who among you would say to your slave who has just come in from plowing or
tending sheep in the field, '‘Come here at once and take your place at the table'? Would you not
rather say to him, 'Prepare supper for me, put on your apron and serve me while | eat and drink;
later you may eat and drink'? Do you thank the slave for doing what was commanded? So you
also, when you have done all that you were ordered to do, say, 'We are worthless slaves; we have
done only what we ought to have done!"

Reflection

Call to Prayer Hear Us O Lord Don Besig and Nancy Price

1 |
| | |
|

O
©

dee eI oo

Hear us, O Lord, as we come now in  prayer, shar -ing our joys, our trou-bles,and our cares.

o

Help us,

Lord, to be o-pen to your word, and teach us to put ourtrust in  you.



Prayers of the People and the Prayer of Jesus
As scattered grains of wheat are gathered together into one bread, so let us gather our prayers for
the church, those in need, and all of God’s good creation.

We pray for communities of faith in every place and for those who serve following the example of
Jesus. Help them to live by faith and walk by the light of your gospel.

For parts of the world ravaged by natural disaster Cuba and Florida: relieve those affected by
floods, wildfires, droughts, earthquakes, tornadoes, and hurricanes.

For every nation and for those entrusted with authority: grant our leaders self-discipline in all
things, and inspire them with love for your people.

For victims of violence, abuse, and neglect: heal those who have been harmed and protect those
who are vulnerable. For all who are sick (especially).

For this and every congregation: rekindle your gifts within your people, and inspire councils,
committees, and individuals to plan and work together that all may know your love.

In thanksgiving that you have abolished death, and for the saints who have died Lucille Mary Rose
Healey, mother of Kathy, grandmother of Roberta and Nathaniel. Bring us all to eternal life with
you. God of grace,

Please pray the Prayer of Jesus in whatever language is most comfortable for you.
The following are offered as examples...
Our Father/Mother/Creator,
who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come.
Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts/sins/trespasses,
as we forgive our debtors/those who sin/trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Musical Offering At This Table Jonas Myrin and Idina Menzel. Arr. Mac Huff

Offerings may be placed in passed plates, mailed to:
First Church of Christ in Mansfield UCC, Box 36. Mansfield Center, CT 06250, or given online at www.myfcc.info

*Doxology
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*Prayer of Dedication

Faithful One, you have called us to be stewards of all that you have created; may we
demonstrate our commitment to your work in this world by offering these gifts for

ministry in this place and beyond. Amen

Hymn Let Us Break Bread Together

The Prayer of Great Thanksgiving
God is with you.
And also with you.
Open up your hearts.

We open them up to God and one another.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

CH425
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Musical Response Santo Santo Santo
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heart knows how to say to you:

Sharing the Bread and Cup

All are welcome at Christ’s table; we offer non-alcoholic juice and gluten-free bread.

*Hymn Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ

*Benediction
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