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THE FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT + MARCH 6, 2022

Welcome to Our Guests!
We’re delighted you have joined us for worship; the members are the ministers of this church...
if you have any questions, please do not hesitate to ask us!

Playing the Chimes and Prelude

Centering in Silence and Song Bless the Lord Taize
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Bless the Lord, my soul, who leads me in - to life

Greeting and Welcome
Opening Hymn Lord Who Throughout These Forty Days CH180

Confessing our Brokenness and Opening Prayer
Hear these words from Paul’s Letter to the Church in Rome: For there is no
distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all and is generous to
all who call on him. For, "Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be
saved."

When in this past week have we created unfair distinctions between people?
When have we failed to be generous to all?

Silence

Let us pray.
God of deliverance and freedom, you taught the people of Israel to
acknowledge that all things come from your bountiful hand. Deepen our
faith so that we may resist temptation and, in the midst of trial, proclaim
that Jesus Christ is Lord, now and for ever. Amen.



Song of Praise Gloria Christopher Grundy
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was from thestart so it shall be for - ev-er one God, al-ways near.
Hebrew Scripture Deuteronomy 26:1-11

Deuteronomy 26:1-11 When you have come into the land that the LORD your God is giving
you as an inheritance to possess, and you possess it, and settle in it, you shall take some of
the first of all the fruit of the ground, which you harvest from the land that the LORD your
God is giving you, and you shall put it in a basket and go to the place that the LORD your
God will choose as a dwelling for his name. You shall go to the priest who is in office at that
time, and say to him, "Today | declare to the LORD your God that | have come into the land
that the LORD swore to our ancestors to give us." When the priest takes the basket from
your hand and sets it down before the altar of the LORD your God, you shall make this
response before the LORD your God: "A wandering Aramean was my ancestor; he went
down into Egypt and lived there as an alien, few in number, and there he became a great
nation, mighty and populous. When the Egyptians treated us harshly and afflicted us, by
imposing hard labor on us, we cried to the LORD, the God of our ancestors; the LORD
heard our voice and saw our affliction, our toil, and our oppression. The LORD brought us
out of Egypt with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm, with a terrifying display of power,
and with signs and wonders; and he brought us into this place and gave us this land, a land
flowing with milk and honey. So now | bring the first of the fruit of the ground that you, O
LORD, have given me." You shall set it down before the LORD your God and bow down
before the LORD your God. Then you, together with the Levites and the aliens who reside
among you, shall celebrate with all the bounty that the LORD your God has given to you
and to your house.

Psalter Psalm 91: On Eagle’s Wings CH77

Gospel Luke 4:1-13

Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit in the
wilderness, where for forty days he was tempted by the devil. He ate nothing at all during
those days, and when they were over, he was famished. The devil said to him, "If you are
the Son of God, command this stone to become a loaf of bread." Jesus answered him, "It is
written, 'One does not live by bread alone." Then the devil led him up and showed him in an
instant all the kingdoms of the world. And the devil said to him, "To you | will give their glory



and all this authority; for it has been given over to me, and | give it to anyone | please. If
you, then, will worship me, it will all be yours." Jesus answered him, "It is written, "Worship
the Lord your God, and serve only him." Then the devil took him to Jerusalem, and placed
him on the pinnacle of the temple, saying to him, "If you are the Son of God, throw yourself
down from here, for it is written, 'He will command his angels concerning you, to protect
you,' and 'On their hands they will bear you up, so that you will not dash your foot against a
stone." Jesus answered him, "It is said, 'Do not put the Lord your God to the test." When
the devil had finished every test, he departed from him until an opportune time.

Reflection

Practicing our Faith
What or who will you say “no” to this week? You are invited to write or draw a response
and place it in the clay bowl, either on the Welcome Table or at home.

Prayers of the People and the Prayer of Jesus
Please pray the Prayer of Jesus in whatever language is most comfortable for you.
The following are offered as examples...

Our Father/Mother/Creator,
who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come.
Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts/sins/trespasses,
as we forgive our debtors/those who sin/trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Musical Offering Down to the River to Pray arr. Sheldon Curry
Offerings may be placed in passed plates, mailed to:
First Church of Christ in Mansfield UCC.
Box 36. Mansfield Center, CT 06250, or given online at www.myfcc.info




Doxology
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Praise ~ God from whom all bless -ings flow; Praise =~ God all crea-tures here be low; Praise
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God for all that love has done: Cre - a - tor, Christ and Spi - rit, One. A - men!

Prayer of Dedication

Holy God, we give you thanks for the diverse gifts you have bestowed
upon us. Bless us with your Spirit that they may be used to proclaim
your good news in word and deed. Amen.

The Prayer of Great Thanksgiving
God is with you.
And also with you.
Open up your hearts.
We open them up to God and one another.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Musical Response Santo Santo Santo Traditional Argentine
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c0O - ra-zon te sa - be de-cir: San - to eres, Se - nor!
heart knows how to say to you: Ho - ly are you, Lord!
Sharing the Bread and Cup

All are welcome at Christ’s table; we offer non-alcoholic juice and gluten-free bread.

Hymn | Want Jesus to Walk With Me CH627

Benediction



The Week Ahead...
Sunday, March 6 10:15am Worship and Worship Circle

Monday, March 7 10am First Church leads Worship at St Joseph Living Center

Tuesday, March 8  6pm Adult Education on Zoom
7pm Prayers at the End of the Day on Facebook

Wednesday, March 9 1pm Book Group in Fellowship Hall

Thursday, March 10 5:30pm Governing Board on Zoom
7pm Music Ministry Rehearsal

Sunday, March 13 10:15am Worship and Worship Circle

Our current list for our Church World Service Health Kits is:

35 hand towels

5 washcloths

15 toothbrushes

28 nail clippers

25 bars of soap

180 bandaids

30 combs

ltems may be placed in the basket in front of the Welcome Table.



