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Welcome to Our Guests! 
We’re delighted you have joined us for worship; the members are the ministers of this church…  

if you have any questions, please do not hesitate to ask us! 

 
Playing the Chimes and Prelude 
 
Welcome and Greeting 
 
Opening Hymn  As We Gather at Your Table  

 
 
Call to Healing and Opening Prayer 

Hear these words from the Letter to the Hebrews: Brothers and sisters: Christ “for a 
little while” was made “lower than the angels,” that by the grace of God he might 
taste death for everyone. For it was fitting that he, for whom and through whom all 

http://www.myfcc.info/


things exist, in bringing many children to glory, should make the leader to their 
salvation perfect through suffering. He who consecrates and those who are being 
consecrated all have one origin. Therefore, he is not ashamed to call them “brothers 
and sisters.”  
 
When in this past week have we failed to notice God’s grace and God’s glory in our 
lives? 
Who do we find it difficult to call brother or sister? 
 
Let us pray. 

Sovereign God, you make us for each other, to live in loving community 
as friends, sons and daughters, sisters and brothers, wives and 
husband, partners and companions. Teach us to choose love that is 
committed and devoted; teach us like little children to wonder and to 
trust, that our loving may reflect the image of Christ. Amen.  

 
Gloria Patri Henry W. Greatorex 

 
 
Responsorial Psalm Psalm 8 

O God our Sovereign, how exalted is your Name in all the world! 
Out of the mouths of infants and children,  
your majesty is praised above the heavens. 

You have set up a stronghold against your adversaries,  
to quell the enemy and the avenger. 

When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers,  
the moon and the stars you have set in their courses, 

What are we that you should be mindful of us, mere mortals that you should seek us 
out? 

You have made us but little lower than the angels;  
you adorn us with glory and honor; 

You give us mastery over the works of your hands;  
you put all things under our feet: 

All sheep and oxen, even the wild beasts of the field, 



The birds of the air, the fish of the sea, and whatsoever walks in the paths of the sea. 
O God, our Sovereign, how exalted is your Name in all the world! 

 
Gospel  Mark 10:2-16 
Some Pharisees came, and to test him they asked, "Is it lawful for a man to divorce his 
wife?" He answered them, "What did Moses command you?" They said, "Moses allowed a 
man to write a certificate of dismissal and to divorce her." But Jesus said to them, "Because 
of your hardness of heart he wrote this commandment for you. But from the beginning of 
creation, 'God made them male and female.' 'For this reason a man shall leave his father 
and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.' So they are no 
longer two, but one flesh. Therefore what God has joined together, let no one separate." 
Then in the house the disciples asked him again about this matter. He said to them, 
"Whoever divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery against her; and if she 
divorces her husband and marries another, she commits adultery." People were bringing 
little children to him in order that he might touch them; and the disciples spoke sternly to 
them. But when Jesus saw this, he was indignant and said to them, "Let the little children 
come to me; do not stop them; for it is to such as these that the kingdom of God belongs. 
Truly I tell you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a little child will never enter 
it." And he took them up in his arms, laid his hands on them, and blessed them.  
 
Reflection 
 
Call to Prayer  Hear Us O Lord Don Beisig and Nancy Price 

 
 
Prayers of the People and the Prayer of Jesus  
For the Church: that we may be a sign of communion between God and humanity and a 
means of reconciliation amongst all people 
 
For leaders of government: that God will give them wisdom and courage to address the 
crucial issues of society and to work together to address the common good 
 
For the work of the United Nations: that their conversations will promote peace and 
cooperation, develop shared understandings of the challenges that exist, and give them the 
courage to confront the evils that plague the human family 



 
For openness: that we may grow in our awareness of our need for God and others as we 
face our challenges and grow toward wholeness 
 
For healing of the tension and conflicts in our society: that God will lead us to a new 
appreciation of each other and help us to give witness to God’s plan as we work together 
 
For all children: that they may be warmly welcomed into families and supported as they 
grow and develop into the persons God calls them to be 
 
For all who are suffering: that God will heal the sick, free those caught in addiction, restore 
those who have experienced abuse, comfort the grieving, and send relief to those 
entrapped by poverty  
 
For all healthcare workers: that God will renew their strength and restore their energy that 
they may continue to care for the sick and be signs of hope for them 
 

Please pray the Prayer of Jesus in whatever language is most comfortable for you. 
The following are offered as examples… 

Our Father/Mother/Creator,  
who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come.  
Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread,  
and forgive us our debts/sins/trespasses,  
as we forgive our debtors/those who sin/trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

Musical Offering  Bread for the World Bernadette Farrell 
Offerings may be placed in the collection boxes at the entrances to our worship space,  

mailed to: First Church of Christ in Mansfield UCC. Box 36. Mansfield Center, CT 06250,  
or given online at www.myfcc.info 

 
 
 
 

http://www.myfcc.info/


Doxology 

 
 
Prayer of Dedication 

God of the beginning, God of now, and God of what will be; as we offer 
gifts to you this morning, we pray that you will dedicate them so that 
they might empower your church to bring love, compassion, joy, and 
mercy to people who are in need. Amen. 

 
Fed for the Journey  The Great Thanksgiving 
Christ is with us here 
So let up open up for hearts to God and one another 
Giving thanks to the Spirit with joy. 
 
How majestic is your name, O God,  
for the heavens you made  
and the earth you created are full of your glory. 
 
When we hardened our hearts to you  
and tried to separate ourselves from your love,  
you would not leave us abandoned. 
 
In Jesus you took on our flesh and entered into our humanity.  
You showed the way to live into your kingdom,  
where justice and compassion reign. 
 
We remember how,  
on the eve of death and yet living resurrection,  

Jesus gathered with his disciples.  

Taking bread and cup,  

he gave you thanks, shared them, and said,  

“Eat and drink and remember me.” 
 
 



May your Spirit move among us that,  
as we share this grape and grain  
we might become one…  
across borders, across boundaries…  
one Body in Christ rising to serve the world you so love.  
 
All this we ask,  
as we join with all that has life and breath,  
in proclaiming your holiness, O God… 

All are welcome to Jesus’ Welcome Table. 
We share Communion with gluten free bread and non-alcoholic grape juice. 

 
Musical Response  Santo Santo Santo Traditional 

 
 
Hymn  Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ  

 
 
Benediction 
 


