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THE TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME + SEPTEMBER 5, 2021
Welcome to Our Guests!

We’re delighted you have joined us for worship; the members are the ministers of this church…
if you have any questions, please do not hesitate to ask us!

Playing the Chimes and Prelude
Welcome and Greeting
Hymn

O Christ the Healer

CH503

Remembering Earth in the Season of Creation
Take the rosemary, a symbol of remembering, you received at the door, rub it between your
fingers and bring to mind a special memory of Earth as a planet that stirred your spirit or
sense of wonder.

As we hold this fragrant symbol, let us also remember and confess that we have become
alienated from Earth and viewed this planet as disposable, a source of endless resources,
a mere stopping place en route to heaven.
We have polluted Earth’s waters with toxins,
We have turned our greed into global warming.
We have helped cause artic regions to melt.
We have loved progress more than the planet. We are sorry.
Christ hears our confession and forgives our sins.
Christ, teach us to love Earth as our home and the planet as a precious sanctuary.
Gloria Patri

Henry W. Greatorex

Epistle
James 2:1-17
My brothers and sisters, do you with your acts of favoritism really believe in our glorious
Lord Jesus Christ? For if a person with gold rings and in fine clothes comes into your
assembly, and if a poor person in dirty clothes also comes in, and if you take notice of the
one wearing the fine clothes and say, "Have a seat here, please," while to the one who is
poor you say, "Stand there," or, "Sit at my feet," have you not made distinctions among
yourselves, and become judges with evil thoughts? Listen, my beloved brothers and sisters.
Has not God chosen the poor in the world to be rich in faith and to be heirs of the kingdom
that he has promised to those who love him? But you have dishonored the poor. Is it not the
rich who oppress you? Is it not they who drag you into court? Is it not they who blaspheme
the excellent name that was invoked over you? You do well if you really fulfill the royal law
according to the scripture, "You shall love your neighbor as yourself." But if you show
partiality, you commit sin and are convicted by the law as transgressors. For whoever keeps
the whole law but fails in one point has become accountable for all of it. For the one who
said, "You shall not commit adultery," also said, "You shall not murder." Now if you do not
commit adultery but if you murder, you have become a transgressor of the law. So speak
and so act as those who are to be judged by the law of liberty. For judgment will be without
mercy to anyone who has shown no mercy; mercy triumphs over judgment. What good is it,
my brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but do not have works? Can faith save
you? If a brother or sister is naked and lacks daily food, and one of you says to them, "Go in

peace; keep warm and eat your fill," and yet you do not supply their bodily needs, what is
the good of that? So faith by itself, if it has no works, is dead.
Responsorial Psalm
Psalm 146
Praise God, O my soul! I will praise God as long as I live;
I will sing praises to my God while I have my being.
Put not your trust in rulers, nor in any child of earth, for there is no help in them.
When they breathe their last, they return to earth,
and in that day their thoughts perish.
Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help, whose hope is in their
God;
Who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them;
whose promise abides for ever;
Who gives justice to those who are oppressed and food to those who hunger.
God sets the prisoners free and opens the eyes of the blind;
God lifts up those who are bowed down; The Most High loves the righteous;
the Most High cares for the stranger;
God sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way of the wicked.
God shall reign for ever, your God, O Zion, throughout all generations.
Gospel
Mark 7:24-30
From there he set out and went away to the region of Tyre. He entered a house and did not
want anyone to know he was there. Yet he could not escape notice, but a woman whose
little daughter had an unclean spirit immediately heard about him, and she came and bowed
down at his feet. Now the woman was a Gentile, of Syrophoenician origin. She begged him
to cast the demon out of her daughter. He said to her, "Let the children be fed first, for it is
not fair to take the children's food and throw it to the dogs." But she answered him, "Sir,
even the dogs under the table eat the children's crumbs." Then he said to her, "For saying
that, you may go--the demon has left your daughter." So she went home, found the child
lying on the bed, and the demon gone.
Reflection
Call to Prayer

Joseph Blotz
Hear Us O Lord

Don Beisig and Nancy Price

Prayers of the People and the Prayer of Jesus
For a spirit of welcome and hospitality in our assembly: that all who join us for worship,
community, or service may experience the love of Christ and a warm welcome
For a greater recognition of our call to be stewards of God's creation: that we may
experience a new relationship with the created world that God has commended to our care
and work to promote the wise use of its resources
For all world leaders: that they recognize the dignity of all people regardless of status,
wealth, or social position and seek to meet the basic needs of every person
For all who are fearful and anxious: that they may find hope and courage in God's Word and
the fellowship of this community
For all who have experienced abuse, discrimination, or hatred: that God will heal their pain
and renew their spirits
For all who work with the poor and homeless: that they may continually see Christ in all
whom they meet
For all recovering from Hurricane Ida: that God will protect them from further harm, renew
their energy, and speed the assistance which they need
For all suffering from the power of nature: that God will guide and assist the people of Haiti
as they recover from the earthquake and hurricane and send beneficial weather to all the
areas that are struggling with wildfires
For those fleeing violence, particularly the people of Afghanistan: that God will protect those
in danger, lead them to places of safety, and help them to find a warm welcome in their new
communities
For all healthcare workers: that God will keep them safe, renew their energy, and work
through them to bring healing and strength to all who are ill
For all who labor whether at home or in the workplace: that God will guide them as they
provide healing, nourishment, safety, or resources and renew them in mind, body, and spirit
for the good of all who depend upon them
Please pray the Prayer of Jesus in whatever language is most comfortable for you.

The following are offered as examples…
Our Father/Mother/Creator,
who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come.
Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts/sins/trespasses,
as we forgive our debtors/those who sin/trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Musical Offering
XXX
Offerings may be placed in the collection boxes at the entrances to our worship space,
mailed to: First Church of Christ in Mansfield UCC. Box 36. Mansfield Center, CT 06250,
or given online at www.myfcc.info
Doxology

Prayer of Dedication
Let us pray.
God, our Creator, through your love you have given us these gifts to
share. Accept our offerings as an expression of our deep thanks and
our concern for those in need, including our fellow creatures on planet
Earth.
Fed for the Journey

The Great Thanksgiving
All are welcome to Jesus’ Welcome Table.
We share Communion with gluten free bread and non-alcoholic grape juice.

Musical Response

Santo Santo Santo

Traditional

Hymn

All Things Bright and Beautiful

Benediction
Sunday, September 5

10:15am Worship

CALENDAR

Wednesday, September 8 10:30am Book Group on the lawn
Thursday, September 9

5:30 Governing Board on Zoom

Sunday, September 12

10:15am Worship and Worship Circle
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